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Session 1 
The Post-2020 World: Resetting Expectations and Priorities 

 
Gustavo Velasquez 
Director 
California Department of Housing and Community Development  
 
Gustavo Velasquez was named director of the California Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD) in 2020. Velasquez was most recently at the 
Urban Institute, where he served as senior director since 2017. He was assistant 
secretary for the Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity at the HUD from 
2014 to 2017 and executive director at the Latino Economic Development Center 
from 2013 to 2014.  
 
Prior to that, Velasquez served as director of the Office of Human Rights from 
2007 to 2013 and the Office of Latino Affairs from 2003 to 2006 for the 
government of the District of Columbia. Velasquez earned a Master of Public 
Administration degree from the University of Pennsylvania. 
 

 

Layne Marceau 
Division President 
Shea Homes  
 
Layne Marceau is President of the Northern California Division of Shea Homes.  
He joined the company in 1995 as Vice President of Finance for the Southern 
California Division.  Layne took a lead role in corporate mergers and acquisitions, 
successfully leading the acquisition of both the Mission Viejo Company in 1997 
and UDC Homes in 1998.  In 1998, he became Corporate Vice President of 
Operations and in February 2000 he was named President of the Northern California Division. 
 
During Layne’s leadership, the Northern California Division has expanded into the Central Valley and 
Sacramento areas achieving 800 annual home sales at its peak. The Division has maintained a top five ranking 
in Overall Customer Satisfaction with new homebuilders as measured by JD Powers & Associates for the last six 
years and has achieved the Highest Employee Commitment scores among all Shea Divisions since 2002. 
 
Prior to joining Shea Homes, Layne spent seven years at Deloitte and Touche in the Real Estate Consulting and 
Audit practice.  He also taught high school economics and mathematics for four years. 
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Layne earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Management Science from the University of California, San 
Diego and his MBA in Finance and Accounting from the University of California, Irvine. 
 
Layne is a licensed California Certified Public Accountant and Real Estate Broker. He has been a member of the 
California Building Industry Association since 1995 and served as Chairman of the Association in 2006. In 2007, 
Layne helped to establish the California Major Builders Council and was subsequently elected Chairman of the 
Council. He has served on the boards of HomeAid of Northern California since 1995, Partners Fore Golf (a 
chapter of The First Tee) since 2005, and the Livermore Performing Arts Center since 2007. 
 
Layne and his wife Shelly live in Pleasanton with their four children. Layne’s hobbies include golf, fishing, 
hunting, skiing, and spending time with family and friends. 

 

 
Joel Singer 
CEO 
California Association of Realtors 
 
C.A.R. CEO Joel Singer has held the Association's top staff position for more than 
30 years, overseeing the association’s objectives, business development, strategic 
planning, legislative policies and creating products so that real estate professionals 
can succeed in today’s changing real estate market. 
 
As an industry visionary, Singer led C.A.R. into the digital era by creating California 
Living Network in 1996, one of the industry’s first web-based listing and real estate 
information service. Singer was also the driving force behind the development of 
electronic forms through C.A.R.’s for-profit subsidiary, Real Estate Business Services® LLC (REBS®) and serves 
as its president.  
 
As its previous president and chief executive officer, he was instrumental in positioning zipLogix™ as the leader 
in the real estate forms and transaction management space. Under Singer’s leadership and C.A.R.’s 20-year 
stewardship, zipLogix™ was at the forefront of electronic real estate forms and e-signatures. Singer oversaw 
the recent sale of zipLogix™ in order to leverage best-in-class technologies and business systems to grow and 
further enhance the success of REALTORS®. 
 
Under Singer’s direction, C.A.R. has a strong presence in Sacramento, advocating for the real estate brokerage 
industry, housing, private property rights and other policy objectives of its members. Recent legislative 
victories include supporting bills that ensure that real estate professionals can remain independent contractors; 
create greater transparency for property assessed clean energy (PACE) programs; and help increase the 
construction of accessory dwelling units. C.A.R. also defeated a bill which would have eliminated the mortgage 
interest deduction for second homes and defeated a ballot measure that would have repealed the Costa 
Hawkins Rental Housing Act. 
 
Singer joined C.A.R. in 1978 and previously served as its chief economist and headed the Association's Public 
Affairs department.  
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Since 2015, Singer has appeared on Swanepoel’s Power 200 list, which identifies the 200 leaders that have the 
most power and influence to impact the residential real estate brokerage industry. He was named to the 2015 
Inman 101 list of real estate industry doers “whose ingenuity, outspokenness, strength, conviction, power, and 
persistence are driving change.” Singer also was selected to Inman’s list of Real Estate Influencers of 2017 for 
his long-time efforts of keeping the REALTOR® at the center of the transaction. In 2004, he received NAR’s 
William R. Magel Award of Excellence, which is presented annually to an individual who has truly exceled in his 
or her role as an association executive of a REALTOR® association. 
 

 
Lisa Hershey 
Executive Director 
Housing California 
 
Lisa Hershey has served as Executive Director of Housing California, based in 
Sacramento, since November 2016. She has an extensive background in 
leading multi-sector initiatives around statewide policy change. In her previous 
role as Associate Director, she supervised Housing California staff, managed 
operations and cultivated non-traditional partnerships with multi-sector 
coalitions, networks and agencies, bringing the housing sector into greater conversations around climate 
change, equity, health and resident organizing. 
 
Lisa started at Housing California as the Sustainable Communities Coordinator and held the position from May 
2014 – December 2015. Before joining Housing California, Lisa served as the Public Health Institute (PHI) 
program director for California Convergence, a network of resident leaders and partners creating healthy, safe, 
and equitable communities where every person can participate and thrive. During her 21 years in state and 
local public sector roles, Lisa managed department-wide equity and place-based initiatives. She also served as 
an advisor to the director and deputy director on Policy and Programs in the California Department Public 
Health (CDPH) to inform SB 375 and AB 32 initial implementation and development of the Strategic Growth 
Council. She represented CDPH as a liaison for the department’s executive team with other state departments, 
agencies, and diverse external partners. 
 
Lisa received a B.A. in Psychology from San Diego State University and a Master’s in Public Health from Loma 
Linda University School of Public Health., She is also a yoga teacher and certified peace ambassador. Lisa loves 
to run, practice yoga, and hang out with her family. 
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Session 2 
House Money: Are We Making It Count? 

 
 
Fiona Ma 
California State Treasurer  
 
Fiona Ma is California’s 34th State Treasurer. She was elected on November 6, 2018 with 
more votes (7,825,587) than any other candidate for treasurer in the state's history. She is 
the first woman of color and the first woman Certified Public Accountant (CPA) elected to 
the position. 
 
The State Treasurer’s Office was created in the California Constitution in 1849. It provides 
financing for schools, roads, housing, recycling and waste management, hospitals, public 
facilities, and other crucial infrastructure projects that better the lives of residents. 
 
California is the world’s fifth-largest economy and Treasurer Ma is the state’s primary banker. Her office processes 
more than $2 trillion in payments within a typical year and provides transparency and oversight for an investment 
portfolio of more than $90 billion, approximately $20 billion of which are local government funds. She also is 
responsible for $85 billion in outstanding general obligation and lease revenue bonds of the state. 
 
The Treasurer works closely with the State Legislature to ensure that its members know the state’s financial condition 
as they consider new legislation. She gives her own recommendations for the annual budget. 
 
Treasurer Ma was a member of the State Assembly from 2006-2012, serving as Speaker pro Tempore from 2010 to 
2012. She built a reputation as a solution-oriented public servant and was adept at building unlikely coalitions to 
overcome California's most complex problems. Prior to serving as Speaker pro Tempore, she was Assembly Majority 
Whip and built coalitions during a state budget crisis to pass groundbreaking legislation that protected public 
education and the environment while also expanding access to health care. 
 
As an Assembly Member, she authored 60 bills that were signed into law by two different governors – most were 
first-in-the-nation and required no taxpayer money. Her successful legislation to ban toxic chemicals in baby 
products, known as phthalates, became a model for federal legislation that was authored by U.S. Senator Dianne 
Feinstein in 2008. She chaired the Assembly Select Committee on Domestic Violence and spearheaded legislation 
that strengthened laws protecting victims of domestic violence, consumers and working families; prevented the 
spread of Hepatitis B; increased access to quality healthcare; and, provided equal rights for all Californians. 
 
From 2002-2006, she served on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors and championed a human rights campaign 
to end human trafficking in massage parlors and to close prostitution rings. She led an effort to create the city's 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise program to empower small businesses to more easily participate in public works 
projects. 
 
Treasurer Ma first became involved in public service in 1994 when she was elected president of the Asian Business 
Association, where she began advocating at San Francisco City Hall and the State Capitol on behalf of minority 
business owners. Her work resulted in her election in 1995 as a delegate to the White House Conference on Small 
Business, where she advocated for socially responsible contracting for minorities and women in San Francisco, 
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ultimately producing a report to Congress detailing 60 top policy recommendations to help small businesses grow 
and prosper in the 21st century. 
 
Also in 1995, she was appointed to the Assessment Appeals Board of San Francisco by the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. That year she started her public service career as a part-time district representative for then-State 
Senator John Burton and served as Burton’s district representative until her election to the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. For Burton, she was responsible for helping constituents with Medi-Cal, Workers’ Compensation, 
Unemployment Insurance, Franchise and Employment Development Department taxes, and professional licensing. 
 
From 1989-93 she worked for Ernst & Young, before starting her own accounting practice in San Francisco. Ernst & 
Young was one of the largest professional services firms in the world and considered one of the "big four" accounting 
firms. 
 
Most recently before being elected Treasurer, she was an elected member of the California Board of Equalization 
from 2015 until January 2019 and worked to protect the rights of taxpayers while ensuring California collected its 
fair share of tax revenues. Her district covered 23 counties in California and included approximately 9.5 million 
people. Upon being selected Chairperson of the Board of Equalization in 2016, she ordered three external audits of 
the agency and helped lead the biggest reforms for accountability and efficiency in that agency’s history. 
 
A top priority for her on the Board of Equalization was ensuring that everyone pays their fair share of taxes, including 
efforts to require online-retailers such as Amazon to collect sales taxes on transactions from third-party sellers in 
order to help local brick-and-mortar retailers compete – ultimately generating new revenues estimated between 
$431 million and $1.8 billion for California every year. She also advocated for taxing e-cigarettes similarly to other 
tobacco products – deterring vaping and smoking and paying for health costs related to tobacco use. In 2017, voters 
passed Proposition 56 with two-thirds of the vote, collecting $1.7 billion in new tobacco taxes to fund anti-smoking 
programs and Medi-Cal payments for the poor. 
 
Also while on the Board of Equalization, she identified the cannabis industry as the largest shadow economy in 
California with “hundreds of millions of dollars that disappear into an underground cannabis economy” and led 
efforts to regulate the industry, develop systems to “track and trace” all marijuana in California, and develop legal 
banking mechanisms for marijuana businesses. 
 
Treasurer Ma has been a licensed CPA in California since 1992 and holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting from 
the Rochester Institute of Technology (NY), a Master’s Degree in Taxation from Golden Gate University (SF), and an 
MBA from Pepperdine University. 
 
She is a Member of the California Society of Certified Public Accountants, serves on the Board of California Women 
Lead, is an Honorary Chair and Spokesperson for the San Francisco Hepatitis B Free Campaign, and is a member of 
the Screen Actors Guild. Treasurer Ma is also active with the National Association of State Treasurers (NAST): 2020 
Chair of ABLE Committee, Member of the Legislative Committee, and NAST Representative on the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Advisory Council (GASAC). She is married to Jason Hodge, a full-time firefighter and Oxnard 
Harbor Commissioner. 
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Amie Fishman 
Executive Director 
Non-Profit Housing Association of Northern California  
 
Amie Fishman, the Executive Director of the Non-Profit Housing Association 
of Northern California (NPH) has more than 20 years of experience in the 
affordable housing and community development field. Prior to NPH, she was 
the Executive Director of East Bay Housing Organizations (EBHO) from 2006 
to 2014. During her tenure there, she initiated major affordable housing 
advocacy campaigns with broad based community coalitions, initiated a 
resident organizing program, deepened EBHO's work throughout Alameda and Contra Costa Counties to 
advance local and regional policies for affordable housing and equitable transit-oriented development, and 
grew EBHO's membership by 300 percent to nearly 400 organizations and community leaders.  
 
From 1994 to 2004, Amie worked at Mission Housing Development Corporation (MHDC) in San Francisco as 
the Director of Supportive Housing. In this capacity, she directed MHDC's programs and community organizing 
collaborations for homeless and formerly homeless adults and families, and spearheaded policy and electoral 
initiatives.  
 
Immediately prior to her tenure at EBHO, she was a Dean's Scholar at New York University's Wagner School 
of Public Service, and received her MPA in public policy analysis with a focus on affordable housing and 
community development. Her Master's thesis was on grassroots anti-displacement strategies and the potential 
of nonprofit community development corporations to strengthen neighborhood movements. 
 

 
Murtaza Baxamusa 
Director of Planning and Development 
San Diego Building Trades – Family Housing Corporation 
 
Murtaza is a certified planner, writer and thinker. He develops affordable 
housing for the San Diego Building Trades Family Housing Corporation, and 
teaches urban planning at the University of Southern California (USC). 
 
He has over 12 years’ experience in economic development and sustainable 
urban planning, and previously worked for the USC Center for Economic 
Development as well as the Center on Policy Initiatives. Murtaza has doctoral and master’s degrees in Planning 
from USC, and a bachelor’s degree with honors from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur. He serves 
and has served on several nonprofit boards, including Civic San Diego, the San Diego City-County 
Reinvestment Taskforce and the Middle Class Taxpayers Association. He received the Ruby Award for 
Outstanding Advocate from the San Diego Housing Federation in 2012, as well as the John Lyons Memorial 
Fellowship, an honor that was read into the Congressional Record of the 112th Congress.  
 
The City of San Diego proclaimed June 17, 2008 to be “Dr. Murtaza H. Baxamusa Day” in recognition of his 
contributions to the city. He is a home-owner in Bay Park, and lives with his wife and two daughters. 
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Paul Koretz 
Councilmember 
City of Los Angeles 
 
Los Angeles City Councilmember Paul Koretz took the oath of office to begin 
his first term representing the 5th District in 2009.  
 
Born in the San Fernando Valley, Councilmember Koretz was raised and 
schooled in the 5th District, attending Canfield Elementary School, Palms 
Middle School, Hamilton High School, and UCLA, where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in history. 
 
Councilmember Koretz’s father Erich escaped Nazi Germany in late 1939, emigrating first to Argentina and 
then settling in Los Angeles. He became a waiter and a dedicated member of the hotel and restaurant 
employees union. Councilmember Koretz often joined his father on picket lines and in other efforts aimed at 
improving the life of working people. His mother, Doris, grew up in Everett, Massachusetts, during the Great 
Depression after her family fled the pogroms in Russia and emigrated to the U.S. It was the lessons learned 
from his parent’s experiences that shaped Councilmember Koretz’s philosophy on service and social justice. 
 
Councilmember Koretz lives with his wife Gail, daughter Rachel, and their rescue dog, Mack, in the Beverly 
Grove neighborhood. A devoted husband and father, Councilmember Koretz strives to balance his council 
duties with his family life and apply the responsibilities of parenthood as a guide to inform his service to the 
public. 
 
Councilmember Koretz helped lead the effort to incorporate the new City of West Hollywood in 1984, 
establishing greater local accountability, constituent service, and control over planning. He served on the West 
Hollywood City Council from 1988-2000, leading key efforts that boosted the city’s efficiency and 
accountability, promoted jobs and the local economy, protected renters and homeowners, championed 
human, animal and civil rights, fought for environmental protection, and made West Hollywood a regional 
model for providing quality city services and city management. In 2000, he was elected to the California State 
Assembly, representing the 42nd Assembly District that included much of the City of L.A.'s 5th District. While 
serving in the State Assembly, he authored over 70 bills to protect workers and their families, fought for LGBTQ 
equality, and for live-saving public safety and health care measures including legislation to reduce gun violence. 
 
Councilmember Koretz currently serves on the L.A. City Council, where he champions environmental 
protection including fighting climate change, conserving water, and protecting our natural resources. 
Councilmember Koretz is leading the fight against mansionization and working hard to solve our city’s long-
time homelessness problem. He also created a program for greater enforcement of quality of life issues and 
authored several laws to protect animals from cruel practices. He has worked hard to pave our streets, trim 
our trees, and improve our parks. 
 
During his years of elected service, Councilmember Koretz has always delivered on his commitment to 
governmental efficiency, transparency, accountability, and accessibility – principles that have guided his life of 
activism, service, and leadership. 
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Session 3 

May the Workforce Be With Us 
 

 
Alex Lantsberg, MCP AICP 
Research and Advocacy Director 
San Francisco Electrical Construction Industry 
 
Alex is the Research and Advocacy Director for the San Francisco Electrical 
Construction Industry, the labor-management committee of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 6 and the San Francisco Electrical 
Contractors Association. 
 
Throughout his career Alex has been a catalyst of groundbreaking campaigns 
and organizations to advance sustainable development policies, projects, and 
practices with public agencies, the private sector, and diverse communities. As an organizer, researcher, and 
analyst with extensive experience in environmental, labor, economic development, and urban issues, he has 
organized campaigns to clean up toxic site, advance clean energy projects and policies, install green 
infrastructure, and implement high road workforce development policies. 
 
Alex has conducted research and authored reports for public agencies, environmental advocates, and labor 
organizations. He is active in shaping the redevelopment of neglected urban neighborhoods and is committed 
to ensuring labor rights, social justice, and accountability in urban development in San Francisco and 
throughout California. 
 
Specialties: economic analysis, sustainable development and environmental policy, water and energy 
infrastructure planning, corporate research, community organizing, and legislative development. 
 
 
Anne McMonigle 
Commissioner, Los Angeles County Workforce 
Development Board 
Executive Director, Apprenticeship Readiness Fund 
 
 
Anne Mcmonigle is the Executive Director of the Apprenticeship 
Readiness Fund, a nonprofit of the Los Angeles/Orange Counties 
Building & Construction Trades Council. Anne has headed The Fund 
since its inception in June 2017, with the mission to sustain quality MC3 Programs throughout the LA/OC 
region. Prior to joining The Fund, Anne was the Senior Program Manager with the California Labor 
Federation – Workforce & Economic Development Program (WED). While with WED, Anne led the efforts in 
working with Building Trades leaders and other workforce partners to establish MC3 Pre-Apprenticeship 
Programs throughout California. Key projects include: High Speed Rail, working with the CA Department of 
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Education to achieve Advanced Placement Credit for the MC3 in high schools, and roll out of Prop 39 – the 
first State-funded program requiring usage of the MC3.  
 
Anne holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Humboldt State University, and a Master of Public 
Administration from Seattle University. In2014, Anne was selected as an Aspen Institute Sector Skills 
Academy Fellow for her work building pathways into apprenticeship throughout California. 
 
 
 
Daniel Curtin 
Director 
California Conference of Carpenters 
 
Daniel Curtin, of Sacramento, has served as director for the California Conference 
of Carpenters since 2001 and previously held the same position from 1992 to 1999. 
From 1999 to 2001, he served as chief deputy director for the Department of 
Industrial Relations. Prior to that, Curtin was a legislative advocate for the California 
Conference of Carpenters. He serves on the State Compensation Insurance Fund 
Board of Directors, the Economic Development Commission, and the Industrial 
Welfare Commission. 
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Session 4 
Busy Intersection: Aligning Land Use, Climate, and Housing Goals 

 
 
Brian Hanlon 
President & CEO 
California YIMBY  

Brian is the President & CEO of California YIMBY, whose mission it is to ensure 
that California is an affordable place to live, work, and raise a family. Brian also 
co-founded the California Renters Legal Advocacy and Education Fund 
(CaRLA) in 2015, which sues cities that violate state housing law. CaRLA’s 
novel impact litigation strategy yielded victory against Berkeley, lead to the 
drafting of SB 167, generated enormous press coverage for the YIMBY 
movement, and put scofflaw cities on the defensive across the state.  

Prior to co-founding CaRLA, Brian spent 10 years working for the US EPA and the US Forest Service. When 
he’s not fighting to expand housing affordability and access, Brian can be found cycling in the East Bay hills.  

 

 
Cori Schumacher 
Councilmember 
City of Carlsbad 
 
Cori Schumacher was first elected to the Carlsbad City Council in 2016 on a 
platform of always putting community first. She made a commitment to the 
residents of Carlsbad to transparency and open government, preserving open 
space, and building on an economic vision of intelligent growth and clean 
energy.  
 
As Councilmember, Cori initiated the North County Homelessness Action Plan 
Working Group and was instrumental in the addition of a 2.4-mile trail segment on the South Shore of the 
Agua Hedionda Lagoon. Serving as the first Chair of the Clean Energy Alliance, Cori is driving an emerging 
clean energy innovation economy in North County. She has stood firm in her vision for Carlsbad by fighting for 
increased government transparency and integrity, more effective traffic mitigation, and community-driven 
planning. 
 
Regionally, Cori has served in the following positions:  SANDAG (San Diego Association of Governments),  
League of California Cities, and Clean Energy Alliance JPA. 
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Michael DeLapa 
Executive Director 
LandWatch Monterey County  
 
LandWatch founder Michael DeLapa/DeLapa Consulting is an independent 
consultant who specializes in organizational strategy and interim executive 
roles. His recent assignments include interim executive director of the 
California Ocean Science Trust; consulting vice president of marketing and 
strategy for FotoNotes; interim chief operating officer of New Leaf Paper; 
interim vice president of marketing for the Cleantech Group; and business 
consultant to Mal Warwick Associates/Donordigital and Frans Lanting Studios. 
In addition to founding LandWatch, Michael has launched and managed a variety of business and nonprofit 
ventures, including the California Fisheries Fund; the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Foundation; 
Sea Studios Foundation; and Arena Solutions. Michael received his Master of Business Administration degree 
and Public Management credential from the Stanford Graduate School of Business and its Public Management 
Program. He also holds Master of Science and Bachelor of Science degrees in biology from Stanford University. 
 

 
Andrew Henderson 
Partner 
The Henderson Law Firm 

Andrew Ryan Henderson (Andy) has 29 years of legal experience as a counselor, 
litigator, regulatory advocate and transactional attorney.  Throughout his career, 
Andy's practice has focused mainly on land use, real estate transactions and 
entitlement, and environmental law.  The breadth of his practice spans from 
representing non-governmental environmental organizations successfully as plaintiffs 
in federal and state courts, to successfully defending Los Angeles World Airports, to 
arguing before the Supreme Court of the United States.  Since 2002, Henderson has focused his practice on 
serving real property owners and members of the development and building industries.  Henderson's vocation 
is representing clients who want to invest in and improve communities consistent with law and regulation. 
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Session 5 
Doing Our Homework: Lessons Learned from Recent Policies 

 
 

Jason Elliott 
Senior Counselor on Housing & Homelessness 
Office of Governor Newsom  
 
Jason Elliott currently serves as Senior Counselor to California Governor 
Gavin Newsom for Housing & Homelessness.  
 
Prior to serving in the Administration, Jason served as a Senior Advisor to 
Governor-elect Newsom’s transition and Newsom’s campaign for Governor 
of California. 
 
Prior to that, he served as Chief of Staff to the Mayor of San Francisco. Jason was first named to the position 
by Mayor Edwin M. Lee. Upon Mayor Lee’s untimely passing in December 2017, Jason remained as Chief of 
Staff to three subsequent mayors in quick succession, providing stability to a grieving City in turmoil.  
 
Mayor London N. Breed, elected in June 2018, retained Jason as Chief of Staff to lead her transition into her 
new Administration. Jason then departed City Hall in September 2018 when he was named a senior advisor 
to Gavin Newsom’s gubernatorial campaign.  
 
Prior to serving as the San Francisco Mayor’s Chief of Staff, Jason was Deputy Chief of Staff and Legislative 
Director for Mayor Lee, beginning in 2011 when Mayor Lee first took office. Jason’s city service also included 
two years in Gavin Newsom’s administration as Mayor’s Policy Advisor from 2008 to 2010.  
 
During his tenure in City Hall, Jason has provided leadership on a wide variety of key policy initiatives, 
including efforts to raise the City’s minimum wage to $15 an hour, building 30,000 new homes including 50% 
affordable, launching the Department of Homelessness and Supportive Housing, opening Navigation 
Centers, seismically retrofitting tens of thousands of buildings, and creating neighborhood Fix-It teams.  
 
Jason is a graduate of Columbia University and the Harvard Kennedy School of Government. He grew up in 
Palo Alto, CA. 
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Darrell Steinberg 
Mayor 
City of Sacramento 

Darrell Steinberg is one of Sacramento’s most accomplished public servants, 
serving the Sacramento community for more than 20 years. As a young man, 
Mayor Steinberg bought his first home in Tahoe Park, where he and his wife Julie 
started their family. When Tahoe Park was having trouble with gangs, the 
community organized and formed the Tahoe Park Neighborhood Association, 
electing Darrell Steinberg as its first President.  

After a time, Darrell was elected to the City Council, where he focused on making neighborhoods safe, creating 
good jobs and providing quality after-school programs. Steinberg founded Sacramento START to help kids in 
our most challenged schools improve their test scores.  

Darrell later ran for State Assembly and then State Senate, becoming the first Sacramentan to serve as 
President of the Senate in over 125 years. As the Senate leader, Steinberg got things done by building 
coalitions to deliver results, including guiding the state back to fiscal solvency during the economic downturn. 
During his tenure in the Legislature, Steinberg championed economic development, education reform, 
building sustainable communities and major investments in healthcare and education. He authored the Mental 
Health Services Act, the first of its kind in the nation that generates $2 billion dollars a year for people in need.  

As Mayor, Darrell Steinberg has secured significant new resources to tackle difficult problems such as 
homelessness and economic inequity in Sacramento. He campaigned for and won voter passage of Measure 
U, a new one-cent sales tax, with the goal of investing in economic development, youth and affordable housing. 
As leader of California’s Big City Mayors, he successfully negotiated with both Gov. Jerry Brown and Gov. 
Gavin Newsom to make an unprecedented statewide commitment to addressing homelessness – a 
commitment that has brought millions of dollars of additional funding home to Sacramento.  

Mayor Steinberg has also led the effort to diversify and energize Sacramento’s economy. He crafted an 
incentive package that helped attract the West Coast headquarters of Centene, a healthcare giant and 
Sacramento’s first Fortune 100 company. He recruited new investors for the Sacramento Republic, FC soccer 
team and facilitated negotiations that resulted in Sacramento being chosen as the next Major League Soccer 
city.  

With Steinberg as mayor, development will soon start on the long-vacant railyard north of downtown. The new 
MLS stadium will be joined by a $460-million courthouse added to the state budget by Gov. Brown at the 
urging of Mayor Steinberg. Kaiser is planning a new hospital campus nearby. Mayor Steinberg is committed 
to making Sacramento a city that is for and about youth, connecting our high school students to 21st century 
jobs and working with local businesses to create paid internships in every high school.  

Darrell Steinberg and his wife, Julie, have two grown children, Jordana and Ari. Darrell is a graduate of UCLA 
and UC Davis Law School. 
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Adam Briones 
Economic Equity Director 
The Greenlining Institute  

 
Adam Briones leads Greenlining’s banking, housing and economic development 
work. Prior to joining Greenlining, Adam was most recently a Vice President of 
Real Estate Development at the Genesis Companies in New York, one of the city’s 
most active African American-owned affordable housing developers. While there, 
Adam led the acquisition, financing, rehabilitation, and management of 52 affordable rental and 
homeownership buildings.  
 
Previously, Adam was a Senior Analyst for HR&A Advisors, a leading national consulting firm specializing in 
real estate and economic development advisory services. At HR&A, Adam supported the public-private 
development business line and provided market, financial, and deal structure analyses on behalf of both public 
agencies and private landowners in Boston, Atlanta, and the New York tri-state area. Before that, Adam was a 
Housing Fellow with New York City’s primary affordable housing finance agencies, the NYC Housing 
Development Corporation and the Department of Housing Preservation & Development. As a Housing Fellow, 
he closed construction and permanent financing on over 1,300 units totaling more than $150 million in debt 
and tax credit equity. Adam has also interned with the office of Congresswoman Maxine Waters and the House 
Financial Services Committee in Washington D.C. as well as with the community development finance group 
of a major California lender. Adam began his career at The Greenlining Institute, where he worked from 2006 
to 2010 on issues including affordable homeownership, transparency in philanthropy, redistricting, and national 
banking policy.  
 
Adam holds a Master of Urban and Regional Planning from the University of California Los Angeles with a 
concentration in affordable housing development and finance, and earned his Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology 
from UC Santa Cruz. 
 
John Norman 

Vice President, Entitlement and Land & Housing Development 
Brookfield Properties  
 
John Norman is the Vice President of Brookfield Residential. He joined the 
Brookfield Residential San Diego team in 2001 and has led the Sacramento 
regional office since 2004, where he is responsible for land entitlement and 
development in the six county Sacramento region.  John has forty two years of 
combined consulting and homebuilding experience in implementing master 
planned communities, infill, and mid-rise mixed use projects. 
 
He has served as Chair of the North State Building industry Association, HomeAid Sacramento Board member, 
Roseville Community Development Corporation Board member, and Placer County SPCA Board member. 
 
John has engaged in several leadership positions for the California Building Industry Association. He currently 
serves as Chair of the Board, CBIA PAC Board member, and previously served as the Chair of the Government 
Affairs Committee. 


